'—-ﬁ 'r Pt
i G : TR

V&

Peey Reviewed Re.

Globa , ~arnal . ISSN : 2278 — 5639
{n{; Online EI(&L. uvinc auternational Interdisciplinary Research Journal (GOEITRJ)
—P-Monthly) Volume - X11 Special Issue ~ 1T April — 2023

Multidisciplinary Approach in Education: NPE-2020

Dr. Pratibha Tukaram Patil
Sadgurn Education society’s College Of Education Jalgaon.

Mullitliscip]inary cducation is a form of educational strategy that brings together multiple
disciplines to create a holistic learning expericnce. It is designed to foster an understanding of
the interconnectedness of various fields and how they can be integrated for better problem-
solving. Multidisciplinary education, if implemented in schools and colleges, allows students to
gain a deeper understanding of the subject matter through the lens of different disciplines. This
approach encourages creative thinking, critical analysis, collaboration, and communication
skills. The NEP 2020 emphasizes the need to incorporate this educational approach into the
curriculum from an carly age. By giving students cxposurce to multiple disciplines, we can h::]p
them understand their chosen ficld better and also develop an appreciation for diverse knowledge

systems. This will enable them to become more well-rounded citizens and prepare them for the
future,

A multidisciplinary curriculum means studying the same topic from the viewpoint of more
than one discipline. It is also called cross-disciplinary which indicates the aim to cross boundaries
between disciplincs.Multidisciplinary approach is a method of curriculum integration that
highlights the diverse perspectives that different disciplines can bring to illustrate a theme, subject
orissue. In a multidisciplinary curriculum, multiple disciplines are used to study the same topic.A
multidisciplinary approach in education is a way of learning which gives a major focus on diverse
perspectives and different disciplines of learning to illustrate a theme, concept, or any issue. It is
the one in which the same concept is leamned through multiple viewpoints of more than one
discipline. It helps the students to gain perspectives and knowledge in different ways.

NEP 2020, India focus points in Multidisciplinary Education Affiliated colleges impart
education limited to few disciplines, and many a times single discipline. Affiliating system leads to
postgraduate — undergraduate divide and discourages multidisciplinary. From the point of
governance and quality affiliating system is not favored by various commissions and committees
(Government of India, 2005, and Yashpal, 2009). NEP 2020 suggests the abolition of large
affiliating system of higher education. NEP 2020 notes that “Moving to large multidisciplinary
universities and HEI clusters is thus the highest recommendation of this policy regarding the
structure of higher education” (Ministry of Education, 2020, p. 34). Three typologies are suggested
in a move to restructuring higher education. Research intensive multidisciplinary university,
teaching intensive multidisciplinary university and years many private initiatives are noteworthy in
designing courses in public policy for teaching and promoting research and evaluation of
government schemes and programmers. Thus, it may be noted that interdisciplinary is being
practiced in India with a view to find solutions to various social problems which disciplinary

education could not adequately discuss in a holistic way. While some of the initiatives by UGC
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NEP 2020 makes the following recommendations: “j

1) Institutional Restructuring: prec) in university departme,
! "
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relation to India’s National

. R ¥
NEP 2020 further notes that Model public universities f,
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ill be sct up. They will help set th,

Higher Education: An Action in
granting multidisciplinary institution.
holistic and multidisciplinary education,
(Multidisciplinary Education and Research Universities) w
highest standards for multidisciplinary education across India.

2) Curriculum Restructuring:
NEP 2020 notes that “Multidisciplinary education shall be, in the long term, the approach of g

undergraduate program including those in professional, technical, and vocational disciplines” (ibid
p-36). Policy recommends that there will be further integration of science, vocational subjects am’
skill with the arts and humanities. In order to achieve above, imaginative and flexible curricular
structure shall be promoted with creative combinations of disciplines for study. Besides the
increasing possibility of multiple entry and exit points shall create conditions for lifelong leaming,
This will create a good connect of university with the labor market.

3) High Quality Teaching and Research:-

Multidisciplinary universities and colleges shall promote multidisciplinary resecarch at graduate
level, masters and doctoral education. It will facilitate quality teaching achieving holistic education
and specialized education. Teaching pedagogy will have an increased emphasis on communication,
discussion, debate, research, and opportunities for cross disciplinary and interdisciplinary thinking.
There is a vast claim of multidisciplinary education in NEP 2020. It will stimulate higher
education environment. It will promote holistic education.
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The Challenges of Implementing a Multidisciplinary Approach in Education

As India looks to usher in a new era of education with the National Education Policy 2020,
one of its central tenets is the implementation of a multidisciplinary approach. But what is
multidisciplinary education? Essentially, a multidisciplinary approach in education requires
significant changes in the way curriculum is designed and taught.

-

Schools need to equip themselves with experienced staff who are capable of delivering
such an approach and ensure they have the necessary resources.

Additionally, there needs to be greater collaboration between different departments and
institutions to ensure successful implementation.

- Lastly, many school systems lack the infrastructure and support needed to successfully
integrate multidisciplinary learning.

In order to make multidisciplinary education a success, it is essential that we focus on improving
the quality of instruction and making sure students are engaged with their studies. Students
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3)

This approach is followed in foreign universities and academic institutions where there is
abundant scope for faculty improvement and orientation. These institutions have well
equipped with infrastructural facilities to adjust with the teaching-learning process. The
same environment is not visible in most of the regions of India and particularly in the state

ay of Tripura;
There is a necessity to mass aware and to grow consensus about this approach among the
Stakeholders of teacher education programme.
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